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This is a suggested reading list for elementary school students; however, several of the titles
will be appealing to readers of all ages. The recommended titles reflect the quality and
complexity of the types of material elementary school students should be reading both at school
and outside of class. This list contains contemporary titles to create a more comprehensive list
for expanding options for classroom teachers, librarians, students, and parents.

The purpose of this list is to provide suggestions for literature with a wide appeal to elementary
school students. While this list is not intended to replace existing reading lists, classroom
teachers, reading teachers, library information specialists, parents, and others should use this list
to encourage their young people to read a wider variety of current literature.

Criteria used in the selection of books for this suggested reading list were:

- Copyright date must be within ten years from the current calendar date;

- Each title must have at least two favorable reviews from recognized review sources;

- Each title must be currently available in print; and

- South Carolina Children’s Book Award Nominees for the current year must be included.

This list will be updated annually to meet the selection criteria as outlined above. For more
information about this elementary school suggested reading list, please contact Martha Alewine
(malewine@sde.state.sc.us)..



mailto:malewine@sde.state.sc.us)

100 Titles for Elementary School Students

Alphabetical by Author

AUTHOR TITLE © DATE
Appelt, Kathi Best Kind of Gift, The 2003
Auch, Mary Jane and Herm Auch Souperchicken 2003
Banks, Kate Dillon, Dillon 2002
Barry, Dave Peter and the Starcatchers 2004
Bauer, Marion Dane Runt 2002
Best, Cari Shrinking Violet 2001
Bluthenthal, Diana Cain I’m not invited? 2003
Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker Halfway to the Sky 2003
Bridges, Shirin Yim Ruby’s Wish 2002
Bruchac, Joseph Hidden Roots 2004
Byng, Georgia Molly Moon’s Incredible Book of Hypnotism 2002
Cameron, Ann Gloria Rising 2002
Chandra, Deborah George Washington’s Teeth 2003
Chodos-Irvine, Margaret Ella Sarah Gets Dressed 2003
Collins, Mary Airborne: A Photobiography of Wilbur and Orville Wright 2003
Corey, Shauna Players in Pigtals 2003
Creech, Sharon Granny Torrelli Makes Soup 2003
Cronin, Doreen Diary of a Worm 2003
Darling, Kathy Elephant Hospital, The 2002
Datlow, Ellen and Terri Winding Swan Sister 2003
De Capua, Sarah Running for Public Office 2002
Dyer, Heather Fish in Room 11, The 2004
Easton, Richard Real American, A 2002
Egan. Tim Serious Farm 2003
Elliott, David Transmogrification of Roscoe Wizzle, The 2001
English, Karen Hot Day on Abbott Avenue 2004
Falwell, Cathryn Butterflies for Kiri 2003
Farris, Christine II\?/IE‘);.I3|\r/<|)atllr1t<?rr1 Itllzjltrrt]lenr lﬁlr?g;StJerr Remembers Growing Up with the 2003
Fleischman, Sid Disappearing Act 2003
Fletcher, Ralph J. Uncle Daddy 2001
Franco, Betsy Mathematickles 2003
Funke, Cornelia Dragon Rider 2004
Gaff, Jackie I Wonder Why Stalactites Hang Down 2003
Ganci, Chris Chief: the Life of Peter J. Ganci, A New York City Firefighter 2003
Gerstein, Mordicai Name Who Walked Between the Towers, The 2003
Gleitzman, Morris Toad Rage 2004
Graves, Bonnie Taking Care of Trouble 2002
Greene, Stephanie Falling Into Place 2002
Griffin, Kitty and Kathy Combs Foot-Stomping Adventures of Clementine Sweet, The 2004
Grossman, Linda Sky Now | see how great | can be 2002
Hartman, Bob Wolf Who Cried Boy, The 2002




AUTHOR TITLE © DATE
Hicks, Betty Animal House and Iz 2003
Hollyer, Belinda Kingfisher Book of Family Poems, The 2003
Janeczko, Paul B. Poke in the I, A: A Collection of Concrete Poems 2001
Jenkins, Steve and Robin Page What do you do with a tail like this? 2003
Kalman, Maira Smartypants (Pete in School) 2003
Kelley, True Blabber Mouse 2001
Kerr, P. B. Children of the Lamp: The Akhenaten Adventure 2004
Kimmel, Eric A. Three Samurai Cats 2003
Kinsey-Warnock, Natalie Lumber Camp Library 2002
Krull, Kathleen Woman for President, A: The Story of Victoria Woodhull 2004
Lasky, Kathryn Capture, The 2003
Lawrence, lan Lightkeeper’s daughter, The 2003
Lester, Helen Something Might Happen 2003
Lester, Julius Blues Singers, The: Ten Who Rocked the World 2001
Libby, Barbara M. | Rode the Red Horse: Secretariat’s Belmont Race 2003
Long, Melina How | Became a Pirate 2003
Love, D. Anne Puppeteer’s Apprentice, The 2003
Lovell, Patty Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon 2001
Lyon, George Ella Mother to Tigers 2003
MacDonald, Amy No More Nasty 2001
Marsden, Carolyn Gold-Threaded Dress, The 2002
Martin, Ann M. Belle Teal 2001
Mazer, Harry Boy at War, A: A Novel of Pearl Harbor 2001
McGill, Alice Sure as Sunrise 2004
McGregor, Jeannie New toe, The: Poems to tickle your funnybone 2001
Milord, Susan Willa the Wonderful 2003
Morrison, Toni Remember: The Journey to School Integration 2004
Namioka, Lensey Hungriest Boy in the World, The 2001
O’Brien, Patrick Fantastic Flights: One Hundred Years of Flying on the Edge 2003
O’Connor, Barbara Fame and Glory in Freedom, Georgia 2003
O’Neill, Alexis Recess Queen, The 2002
Old, Wendie C. To Fly: The Story of the Wright Brothers 2002
Park, Linda Sue Firekeeper’s Son, The 2004
Pearsall, Shelley Trouble don’t Last 2002
Polacco, Patricia Mr. Lincoln’s Way 2001
Prelutsky, Jack Awful Ogre’s Awful Day 2001
Pullman, Philip | was a Rat 2000
Ray, Delia Ghost Girl: A Blue Ridge Mountain Story 2003
Recorvits, Helen My Name is Yoon 2003
Reynolds, Peter H. Dot, The 2003
Saltzberg, Barney Crazy Hair Day 2003
Say, Allen Music for Alice 2004
Schnitzlein, Danny Monster Who Ate My Peas, The 2001
Scrimger, Richard Noses are red 2002
Shields, Carol Diggory Almost Late to School 2003




AUTHOR TITLE © DATE
Siebold, Jan Doing Time Online 2002
Smith, Charles R., Jr. Diamond Life: Baseball Sights, Sounds, and Swings 2004
Tang, Greg Math-terpieces: the art of problem-solving 2003
Testa, Marie Almost Forever 2003
Trumbore, Cindy Genie in the Book, The 2004
Van Steenwyk, Elizabeth My Name is York 2000
Vaughan, Marcia Up the Learning Tree 2003
Venables, Stephen To the Top 2003
Wait, Lea Seaward Born 2003
\Warren, Andrea Surviving Hitler: A Boy in the Nazi Death Camps 2001
Wells, Rosemary House in the Mail, The 2002
\White, Ruth Tadpole 2003
Wilkes, Angela Animal Homes 2003
Wisler, G. Clifton King’s Mountain 2002
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Shields, Carol Diggory Almost Late to School 2003
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Hicks, Betty Animal House and Iz 2003
Prelutsky, Jack Awful Ogre’s Awful Day 2001
Martin, Ann M. Belle Teal 2001
Appelt, Kathi Best Kind of Gift, The 2003
Kelley, True Blabber Mouse 2001
Lester, Julius Blues Singers, The: Ten Who Rocked the World 2001
Mazer, Harry Boy at War, A: A Novel of Pearl Harbor 2001
Falwell, Cathryn Butterflies for Kiri 2003
Lasky, Kathryn Capture, The 2003
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Kerr, P. B. Children of the Lamp: The Akhenaten Adventure 2004
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Smith, Charles R., Jr. Diamond Life: Baseball Sights, Sounds, and Swings 2004
Cronin, Doreen Diary of a Worm 2003
Banks, Kate Dillon, Dillon 2002
Fleischman, Sid Disappearing Act 2003
Siebold, Jan Doing Time Online 2002
Reynolds, Peter H. Dot, The 2003
Funke, Cornelia Dragon Rider 2004
Darling, Kathy Elephant Hospital, The 2002
Chodos-Irvine, Margaret Ella Sarah Gets Dressed 2003
Greene, Stephanie Falling Into Place 2002
O’Connor, Barbara Fame and Glory in Freedom, Georgia 2003
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Dyer, Heather Fish in Room 11, The 2004
Griffin, Kitty and Kathy Combs Foot-Stomping Adventures of Clementine Sweet, The 2004
Trumbore, Cindy Genie in the Book, The 2004
Chandra, Deborah George Washington’s Teeth 2003
Ray, Delia Ghost Girl: A Blue Ridge Mountain Story 2003
Cameron, Ann Gloria Rising 2002
Marsden, Carolyn Gold-Threaded Dress, The 2002
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Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker Halfway to the Sky 2003
Bruchac, Joseph Hidden Roots 2004
English, Karen Hot Day on Abbott Avenue 2004
Wells, Rosemary House in the Mail, The 2002
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Long, Melina How | Became a Pirate 2003
Namioka, Lensey Hungriest Boy in the World, The 2001
Libby, Barbara M. | Rode the Red Horse: Secretariat’s Belmont Race 2003
Pullman, Philip | was a Rat 2000
Gaff, Jackie I Wonder Why Stalactites Hang Down 2003
Bluthenthal, Diana Cain I’m not invited? 2003
Wisler, G. Clifton King’s Mountain 2002
Hollyer, Belinda Kingfisher Book of Family Poems, The 2003
Lawrence, lan Lightkeeper’s daughter, The 2003
Kinsey-Warnock, Natalie Lumber Camp Library 2002
Franco, Betsy Mathematickles 2003
Tang, Greg Math-terpieces: the art of problem-solving 2003
Byng, Georgia Molly Moon’s Incredible Book of Hypnotism 2002
Schnitzlein, Danny Monster Who Ate My Peas, The 2001
Lyon, George Ella Mother to Tigers 2003
Polacco, Patricia Mr. Lincoln’s Way 2001
Say, Allen Music for Alice 2004
Farris, Christine IF\Q/IE)(/.BI\r/(I);?te"r] I\Ifljtrr?enr Iénsg;StJerr Remembers Growing Up with the 2003
Recorvits, Helen My Name is Yoon 2003
Van Steenwyk, Elizabeth My Name is York 2000
Gerstein, Mordicai Name Who Walked Between the Towers, The 2003
McGregor, Jeannie New toe, The: Poems to tickle your funnybone 2001
MacDonald, Amy No More Nasty 2001
Scrimger, Richard Noses are red 2002
Grossman, Linda Sky Now | see how great | can be 2002
Barry, Dave Peter and the Starcatchers 2004
Corey, Shauna Players in Pigtals 2003
Janeczko, Paul B. Poke in the I, A: A Collection of Concrete Poems 2001
Love, D. Anne Puppeteer’s Apprentice, The 2003
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Morrison, Toni Remember: The Journey to School Integration 2004
Bridges, Shirin Yim Ruby’s Wish 2002
De Capua, Sarah Running for Public Office 2002
Bauer, Marion Dane Runt 2002
Wait, Lea Seaward Born 2003
Egan. Tim Serious Farm 2003
Best, Cari Shrinking Violet 2001
Kalman, Maira Smartypants (Pete in School) 2003
Lester, Helen Something Might Happen 2003
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McGill, Alice Sure as Sunrise 2004
\Warren, Andrea Surviving Hitler: A Boy in the Nazi Death Camps 2001
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Datlow, Ellen and Terri Winding Swan Sister 2003
White, Ruth Tadpole 2003
Graves, Bonnie Taking Care of Trouble 2002
Kimmel, Eric A. Three Samurai Cats 2003
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